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1. Attendees 
The following Regional Representatives (RRs) attended the CGIAR 
Meeting at Montpellier: 
African Region Dr. 0. N'Diaye - Guinea 
Dr. N.E. Mumba - Zambia 
Asia & Pacific Region Dr. M.E. Ahsan - Bangladesh 
Dr. P. Weerapat - Thailand 
Latin America and the Dr. R. Pinto Montenegro - Venezuela 
Caribbean Region Dr. E.B. Moscardi - Argentina 
Near East Region Dr. N. Demir - Turkey 
Dr. A.R.H. Shehata - Egypt 
Southern and Eastern 
Europe Region 
Prof. Wos - Poland 
Dr. Carvalho-Cardoso - Portugal 
The RRS are requested by the terms of their appointment to prepare a 
report subsequent to attending CGIAR meetings. The present joint report 
combines and summarizes the discussions of the RRS at their meeting in 
Montpellier, and the individual reports submitted by them. 
2. Matters of a Logistic Nature 
At ICW 86, FAO proposed to introduce improvements aimed at helping the 
representation from the Regions to function more effectively in its task of 
acting as a link between agricultural research in the developing regions 
and the CGIAR. At their first meeting as a group, arranged at Montpellier 
prior to the meeting of the CGIAR, the RRS expressed appreciation over the 
active support FAO was providing them and over the improved logistics 
concerning their travel to and functioning at the CG Meeting. However, 
travel arrangements could perhaps be further improved. Having in future 
always a meeting of RRS prior to the meetings of the Group was strongly 
endorsed, because it was considered useful and an encouragement to a more 
positive participation at the plenary of the Group. 
RRs feel the need to be better informed about the status of the NARS 
in their respective Regions, their research priorities, needs and 
expectations vis-a vis IARCS. Therefore, visits to NARS are important in 
enabling RRs to act as a link between the CGIAR and NARS. 
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To improve contribution of RR's to the CGIAR the following suggestions 
were made: 
Make more use of available data bases to keep as far as 
information on NARS in each region. 
convening annually of a meeting of RRs within each Region to 
prepare a document on the Region's problems for submission to the 
CGIAR; this meeting should be held two months before the meeting 
of the Group. 
RRs further propose that they should bring more relevant information 
on the needs of the Regions to the Group, to facilitate sound decision 
making. Vice-versa, RRs should alert NARs in their Region of research 
highlights and technologies developed by IARs. In order to fulfill their 
task effectively, RRs should have direct contacts with researchers in 
NARS . They would need to obtain information on the various IARCs' 
programmes and relay this to individual NARs. They believe RRs should 
visit IARCs whose programmes are of direct interest to NARS in their 
Region, and comment objectively on cooperative programmes. 
Since it takes a newly appointed RR about two years to familiarize 
himself with the CG system, and because he becomes more effective in the 
following years, it was proposed that their term of office should be six 
years (presently four years with a possible extension of two years, only if 
required to avoid that the two RRs from one Region change at the same 
time). It was proposed that this suggestion be put for consideration 
before the next FAO Regional Conferences and before the CGIAR meeting. 
3. Substantial Issues of Concern from RR'S. 
i) Issues concerning Eastern Europe 
There is a serious lack of information in the Eastern European 
countries about the CGIAR Centres, their research priorities, training 
programmes and their progress in agricultural research. There are hundreds 
of research institutions in the Eastern European region with a long 
scientific tradition, many agricultural universitites, well organized 
extension networks, etc. Therefore, it would be regrettable if these 
countries, representing substantial intellectural and long research 
traditions, were insufficiently involved in the process of international 
cooperation in agricultural research. Relations of Eastern European 
research institutions with IARCs have thus far been incidental. 
In order to strengthen participation of Eastern European countries in 
international agricultural research, it would be necessary first to conduct 
inventory studies of their research potential so as to obtain a clearer 
picture of possible opportunities for cooperation. A study similar to the 
one conducted by Mr. Binsack on agricultural research in the European donor 
countries, should also be conducted on agricultural research in the Eastern 
European countries. If such a proposal were acceptable, the PR from 





Nany East European countries are presently at a turning point in the 
development of agriculture and the formulation of their agricultural 
policies. Priorities in their research strategies are being reviewed. 
There is a transition from the period of technical modernization to one of 
bilogical revolution; new priorities in research policies are of bilogical 
revolution; new priorities in research policies are detemined in this 
context. The main goal of their agricultural policy will be to increase 
agricultural production and productivitiy, and a reduction of production 
costs, so as to enhance competitiveness on the international market. This 
is to be achieved through generation and adoption of new technologies. A 
re-orientation in research, training and development, is required and 
therefore the need of a closer cooperation with CGIAR system be promoted. 
The structure, mode of operation of the IARCs, and their cooperation 
with national institutions are of interest to the European socialist 
countries. On the other hand, these countries could offer assistance and 
cooperation in agricultural research and extension to the developing 
countries on a much larger scale than had so far been taking place. 
ii) Issues concerning the Near East 
With respect to the International Consultation on Strengthening NARS 
hosted by IFAD in January 1987 and now reported on to the Group, attention 
was drawn to the fact that although globally there had been a significant 
annual increase in the production of cereals due to wide adaptation of . . improved varieties, y et in 1987 only 17-30% of the cereal area in the three 
developing continents as a whole were under these varieties and in 
Sub-Saharan Africa only 9%. This indicates a serious bottle-neck in the 
transfer of technology. In view of the future food needs, at least 60% of 
the cereal area should be under improved varieties by the year 2000. 
In relation to the above, the need for greater attention to optimizing 
production factors in marginal or unfavourable ecologies was emphasized 
because the bulk of potential increases in food production in the 
developing world will probably come from these areas. So far most 
agricultural research has been conducted under relatively favourable 
conditions and at a high level of input. In the Regional particularly in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, there is a real need for the generaiton of appropriate 
low-input technologies. The issue of research/extension linkages should be 
addressed at the national level in a holstic approach to agricultural 
development. 
Functional national systems for technology generation and transfer 
should assist in the conduct of more location-specific adaptive and applied 
research to address issues related to sustainable development. National 
research and extension system should exclusively depend on its own network 
of research extension collaboration with IARs at the upstream side. 
From the national viewpoint requirements for collaborative 
responsibilities include: 
Priorities for collaboration to be set jointly and not lead to 
conflicts with national interest. 
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Strengthening of national capabilities to plan and effectively 
conduct sound research activities, and to stimulate regional 
collaboration between NARS. 
Enforcement national plant and animal health regulations. 
Agruments in which mutural obligations and responsiblities are 
clearly spelled out. 
Availability of bilateral or multilateral funding. 
iii> Issues Concerning Africa 
The discussion on farming systems research was considered most 
interesting and important. It was suggested that Dr. Plucknett's paperL/ 
be distributed to NARS. It was felt that national scientists should be 
more involved in this type of research. 
Of direct relevance to Africa was ISNAR's inventory of Centres' 
activities in Africa. The representatives from Africa would like to 
undertake a random check of this inventory so as to obtain feed-back from 
collaborating countries regarding the contributions of these activities to 
NARS . 
The data base on CGIAR activities in Sub-Saharan Africa was considered 
very useful and it was hoped that the exercise could lead to a continuing 
annual effort. The information should be sent to the NARS who then can 
express their view on the Centres' activities and on the impact as seen by 
the recipients. This information would be invaluable to the donors who are 
concerned with the efficiency with which their resources are being 
utilized. 
NARS would benefit greatly if training were to be intensified. This 
would enable the NARS to undertake more meaningful and focused research, 
allowing IARCs to increase their efforts on upstream research. 
iv> Issues concerning Latin America and the Caribbean 
With respect to the report of the Chairman of TAC, concern was 
expressed regarding the regional imbalance in the work of TAC, i.e. 
relatively low priority appears to be assigned to Latin America and the 
Caribbean, whereas much emphasis is placed on Africa and Asia. This issue 
was informally discussed with the Chairman of TAC and with the delegate of 
the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB); the latter indicated that IDB 
intends to increase its contribution to the three Centres (CIMMYT, CIAT and 
CIP) in the region. 
11 Farming Systems Research at the International Agricultural Research 
Centres, by Donald Plucknett; presented at the Mid-Term Meeting of the 
CGIAR, Montpellier, France, 19 May 1987. 
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The following issues deserve further discussions: 
sharing of responsibilities between IARCs and NARSs in applied 
research; and 
IARs' research activities to be chronolized towards more 
strategic and basic areas. 
v> Issues concerning Asia and Pacific 
Diversification of Rice Production in Asia was presented to the 
Meeting as a special topic. The role of diversification at farm, national, 
and regional levels was explained and the preceeding was also distributed. 
In term of strengthening the National Agricultural Research System, 
Rice was selected as a topic to study. Consequently, the meeting 
concerning rice research from selected countries was convened in Rome. The 
meeting was financed by IFAD. 
These matters should be much of benefit to the rice producing 
countries in Asia and therefore be emphasized to a further extent by the 
CGIAR. 
